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on Corunna and was killed at the moment of a brilliant
victory won tinder the walls of that town (16 January 1809).
His "army returned to England in miserable plight, but in the
spring \Vellesley was appointed to the command. Portugal
was quickly cleared of the French ; Wellesley advanced on
Madrid and on 27, 28 July 1809, won a great victory at
Talavera. He was obliged for the moment to retreat on
Portugal, but with Talavera his great career in the Peninsula
definitely began. Thenceforward for five long years he kept
alight, through fortune good and bad, the fire of insurrec-
tion, supporting with his organized forces the guerrilla war-
fare of the Spaniards and Portuguese.
The importance of that insurrection cannot be exag-
gerated. For the first time England was enabled to take a
leading and continuous part in the military operations of the
Continent; Europe was taught that Napoleon was not in-
vincible, and he himself acknowledged that the ' Spanish
ulcer ' drained his military and financial strength ; finally,
an immense impulse was given to the nationalist movement
in Germany. Even in the Habsburg dominions, so long
dominated by absolutist ideas, the thrill of nationalist
sentiment was felt.
Ever since the humiliations heaped upon her at Press-
burg, Austria had been waiting for the opportunity of
AUSTRIAN revenge, and steadily preparing to make it
RISING, 1809 effective. The Archduke Charles had been
appointed generalissimo, and with the help of Count Stadion
Lad thoroughly reformed the army administration. In-
competent officers were cashiered ; military schools for the
training of officers were opened; regulations were issued for
kindly treatment of the private soldier ; journals devoted
to the discussion of technical military problems were pub-
lished ; all able-bodied men, between the ages of nineteen
and forty-five, were enlisted in the Landwehr, and a reserve
was formed of nearly 250,000 men; finally, an appeal,
inspired by the example of Spain, was issued to the patriot-
ism of the German folk (6 April 1809). ' Soldiers ! the free-
dom of Europe has sought refuge under your colours. Your